FRIDAY, June 19, 2009: ““A man cannot
control what he hasn’t named.”
_Gordon MacDonald, When Men Think
Private Thoughts, page 173

O Lamentations 2:14 Your prophets
have seen for you false and
deceptive visions; they have not
uncovered your iniquity, to bring
back your captives, but have
envisioned for you false
prophecies and delusions.

Today’s Bible verse is a rather sad
verse. It was written when Israel was at
a very low point in their national history.
It describes why Israel had fallen on
such hard times.

The reason was that they refused to
face the truth about themselves.

Instead, they gathered around
themselves leaders that would tell them
what they wanted to hear.

One of the toughest things to do in life
is to be honest with ourselves. The Bible
teaches that “the truth shall set you free.”
But the process of sawing those prison
bars with the saw of truth can be
extremely difficult!

Today is the beginning of the
weekend. | hope that you will have a
little free time. Why not use some of that
time to close yourself away somewhere,
away from the noise and clutter of life,
and take inventory. Don't waste valuable
time pinning blame on others or
bemoaning “if only” things were different.
Face reality the way it is and take a hard
look at yourself and then begin to
prayerfully make some commitments to
change.

That painful process is the first step in
walking out of your prison into the sunlit
fields of your destiny.

SCRIPTURE: 2 Timothy 4:3-4, 1 Peter
3:12

SATURDAY, June 20, 2009:
““God loved the birds and
invented trees. Man loved the
birds and invented cages.”
_Jacques Deval

O Matthew 1:19 Being a just
man, and not wanting to
make her a public
example...

O But while he thought
about these things,
behold, an angel of the
Lord Appeared to him....

Living a godly life is not
always easy. Maybe you find
yourself in a situation like
Joseph. He is engaged
formally to Mary and she
comes up pregnant. The
righteous thing to do in his day
was to bring her before the
authorities to be punished.

Yet Joseph loved Mary. How
was he to find the balance
between being a righteous
man and not wanting to make
Mary a public example?

The key for Joseph was
that he was not hasty. He took
the time to think things through
and as he did, God provided
the wisdom to do the right
thing.

That's good advice to us.
Oddly enough, we can do a lot
of damage when we try to “do
the right thing” without doing it
“God’'s way.” That was the
whole purpose of Mary being
pregnant! God was bringing a
way that justice could be
served with mercy.
SCRIPTURE: Psalm 85:10
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Pastor Kemp’s Weekly Devotional
For the week of June 14, 2009

Daily Reflection Questions:

Reflection: Of what eternal benefit was my day?
Reflection: What eternal truth(s) did | observe today?
Reflection: Did my behavior match my values?
Reflection: What am | thankful for today?
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MONDAY, June 15, 2009: “Christ first,
others second, self last; and the result
JOY.” Warren W. Wiershe, Be

Joyful, p. 143

O Proverbs 3:27-28 (The Message)
Never walk away from someone
who deserves help; your hand is
God's hand for that person.

O Don't tell your neighbor "Maybe
some other time" or "Try me
tomorrow" when the money's right
there in your pocket.

O Don't figure ways of taking
advantage of your neighbor when
he's sitting there trusting and
unsuspecting.

As we start another week, let's
make a deal. Let's agree to not
postpone acts of kindness. If you're
like me, you're not a mean-spirited
person. I'm sure we both do not wish
evil on anyone.

My problem is that | get so focused
on my daily tasks that | push right on
by opportunities to really make a
difference in someone’s life. | forget
that my “to do” list must always have
room for the unexpected.

Are you like that? Well today let’s
make an agreement that we are going
to “Do it now!”

When we see something that needs
to be done, we will not wait until later —
we’ll do it now!

When our heart is prompted
towards an act of kindness, we’ll not
put it off until we have time — we’ll do it
now!

When the Holy Spirit calls us to
draw closer to Him, we’ll not wait unto
this evening or some other time — we’ll
do it now!

Is that a deal? Let's make the
theme for this week: DO IT NOW!
SCRIPTURE: Luke 10:26-37

TUESDAY, June 16, 2009: “If
people knew how hard | had to
work to gain my mastery, it
wouldn’t seem wonderful at
all.” _Michelangelo

O Nehemiah 6:1-16

The background for today's
Bible lesson is about Nehemiah
leading the people of Israel to
rebuild the walls of Jerusalem,
and how his enemies tried to
stop him.

Here is the thought | want to
leave with you today: The
quickest way to stop a worthy
work is to stop the leader.

And here is why that matters
to you: You are a leader in some
way. You may or may not have
the title or job description that
says you are a leader, but trust
me, your life matters.
Leadership is all about influence
and for good or bad; you are
influencing something and
someone. God didn’t put you
here on earth to be a wallflower;
you have a purpose and destiny
to champion!

So, since you are a leader,
one of the main things you must
not allow is for “enemies” to
distract you from your mission.
Stay focused today. Do not
allow the barbs and bribes of
those around to distract you.
There will always be someone
trying to shoot you down with
words and deeds, and if that
doesn’'t work they’ll try to entice
you away from your destiny with
lesser things. But that is not the
life for you; you were meant for
great things!

SCRIPTURE: | Corinthians 9:24

WEDNESDAY, June 17, 20009:
“Scientists tell us we only use
5% of our brains. But if they
only used 5% of their brains to
reach that conclusion, then why
should we believe them?”’
_Joseph Palm, Starbucks
customer from Oshkosh,
Wisconsin, “The Way | See It”
#236

O Nehemiah 6:1-16

Continuing with yesterday’s
Bible lesson, there is another
important principle that is closely
connected with yesterday’s
lesson. Remember, yesterday |
reminded you that as a leader
you must not allow people to
distract you from your mission
and purpose in life.

Today | want to remind you of
another important principle:
Problems and projects go
together.

Now | know that that is an
obvious truth. However,
sometimes we can be blinded by
the obvious. Perhaps today you
are frustrated and even angry
about some problem that is
sucking the life out of you.
Remember, problems and
projects go together. There has
never been anything
accomplished without problems
first having to be resolved.

My dear friend, you can solve
that problem. There is a way.
That “knot” can be untangled
and that missing piece can be
found. Stay focused, stay calm
and cast your cares upon the
Lord; He will help you! You're
not in this thing alone.
SCRIPTURE: | Peter 5:6-8

THURSDAY: June 18, 2009:
“At least | know where he is
sleeping tonight.”
_Gravestone at Key West, FL
cemetery

O Nehemiah 6:1-16

Let me call your attention to
Nehemiah 6:1-16 one more
time.

The thing that | want to
remind you today is this: The
tide turns once the project
was completed.

In other words, in spite of
the opposition and problems,
because Nehemiah remained
focused and completed the
job, it changed the entire
nature of Nehemiah'’s world.
The momentum started
working for him and not
against him. The fair winds of
opportunity started blowing in
his direction. Life began to
improve and there was time for
not only work, but enjoying the
fruit of his work.

The point is this: Hang in
there! Stay focused.
Complete what you've started
— better days will come. It will
not always be like it is right
now. There is always that time
when the hard work of laying
the cornerstone occurs. But
there is also that special
moment when you lay the
capstone and the work is
completed. Thatis when the
party begins and don’t you
miss it!

SCRIPTURE: Psalm 126:6
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